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Installing a VBA macro
and button into AutoCAD

This document shows how to install a downloaded Visual Basic macro for
AutoCAD and how to create a user defined button.
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AutoCAD 2004/5/6

1. Introduction

Each zip file contains a macro file (*.DVB) and a button image (*.BMP).
The VectorDevs zip files also contain an .EXE file.

2. Installing Macros

2.1 Unzip the Macros into directory into your /AutoCAD folder or a subfolder
eg: /Macros.

IMPORTANT: VECTORDEV INSTALLATION ONLY.

Copy the file “VectorDevs2004.exe” into the C:\Windows directory.

The VectorDevs2004.dvb "macro” is merely a shortcut to the
VectorDevs2004.exe file copied into your windows directory. Hence it is
important that this .exe file is located in this folder.

2.2 Run AutoCAD.

2.3 Select, Tools, Load Application.
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2.4  Select Start -up Suite” [Contents].

Load/lUnload Applications

Look in: | 3 Macros “ O F @

File name: | | [

Files of type: EAutoCAD Apps ["ars"lap dvb; " dbe™ wie Vj

Loaded Applications I_I.;I.i-s.tory Jist| [ &dd to History

File Fath

Startup Suite

AcDBICKEd..  C:\Program FileshdutaCAD 205"
AcDBICKEd..  C:\Program FileshautoCAD 20054

y Ty

2.5

" TR RN

!' Example

& I 1
File name: | Examnple |
[

Files of type: !.-‘-‘-.utu:uE.-'-‘-.D Apps [*ar” lzp;” dvb;” dbe” vl Vi

[ Cloze ] [ Help ]

This will load the macros automatically each time AutoCAD starts...

Page 3 of 11



www.EngineeringSurveyor.com

Creating user-defined buttons for AutoCAD 2004/5/6

3. Creating Macro Buttons

Replace Example with macro name

3.1 Right-click anywhere on the upper blank toolbar area.
3.2  Select Customize.

AN w=BR g IESQE0

W
ACAD *

CUSTOM 3

Cuztomize. ..

3.3  Select Toolbars Tab, New.

3.4  Enter Toolbar Name. eg. "Macros", OK.

| Commands| Toolbars | Propsiiss | Keyboard | Tool Palsttes

Toolbars rdernu Group
[} it Al
[]CAD Standards | AutoMurnberB

[ Dimenszian | CUSTOM Fename...

Fon
[] Draws Order a = -

[ tnquiy Hew Toolbar, -
[insert
Layers Toolbar hamme:
[Layouts Macros .
Hist ] Save toolbar in menu group: Iz

[Ctadity i ) .
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[ Retedit ok ||
[Reference -
|CIRender >
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Cancel

Close l [ Help

3.5 Select Commands Tab, User defined.
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3.6  Drag "user defined button" to new toolbar.

Customize

Commands | Taalbars || Fraperties | Kevboard | Toal Paleties

Cateqories
[tiew
Insert
Farmat
Tools
Draw
Dimension
Madify
Wiridow

‘ H

|

Uszer Defined Button e
User Defined Flyout

Flyouts o
| &ll Cammands ]

Drezcription: Show image and name
User Defined Button

( i) Drrag command to drawing area to
‘20 create new toolbar. Drag command to
Tio toolbar to add button or ta toal palette
to add tool

[ Cloge ] [ Help

3.7  Right-click the new grey button.
3.8  Select Button "Properties".

3.9 Name: Example.

3.10 Description: Example.

3.11 Macro Associated: -vbarun Example.

|_E:-:am|:ule [ Button Image

Description; Example

Macro azsociated with thiz button:

~vbarun Example
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3.12 Select Button Image, Edit.

3.13 Open, "Example.bmp", Open, Save, Close.

i ial

| Commands | Toalars| Button Properties | Kepboard | Tool Palettes|

M arne: ;Eﬂampha | Buttan Image

Des Button Editor,

3.14  Apply, Close.
Repeat from 3.5 for any other macros.

3.15 The new toolbar can now be dragged into an empty space beside the
other toolbars.

3.16 Clicking any button will begin each macro.
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AutoCAD 2007

4, Introduction

Each zip file contains a macro file (*.DVB) and a button image (*.BMP).
The VectorDevs zip files also contain an .EXE file..

5. Installing Macros

5.1 Unzip the Macros into directory into your /AutoCAD folder or a subfolder
eg: /AutoCAD Macros.

IMPORTANT: VECTORDEYV INSTALLATION ONLY.

Copy the file “VectorDevs2007.exe” into the C:\Windows directory.
The VectorDevs2007.dvb "macro" is merely a shortcut to the
VectorDevs200%xe file copied into your windows directory. Hence it is
important that this .exe file is located in this folder.

5.2 Run AutoCAD.

5.3 Select, Tools, Load Application, Start-up Suite [Contents].
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5.4  Select Add, (Browse & select each macro in turn), Add, (Repeat as
necessary) Close, Close.

| oad/Unload Applications
Look, in: |[—ﬂ AubaCaD Macros v| @ ;j‘ [ faei

Lizt of applications:

File Path

dd to Histary
Remowve Cloze ] [ Help
S Unload
Startup Suite

=

I3

£ o
AcCamera.ars

C:AProgram FilesbAutaCAD 2007,

acdb.arx C:\Program Files\AutaCAD 20074su. w | -

[ Cloze l [ Help ]

This will load the macros automatically each time AutoCAD starts...
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Creating user-defined buttons for AutoCAD 2007

6. Creating Macro Buttons

Replace Example with macro name

6.1 Right-click anywhere on the upper blank toolbar area.

6.2 Select Customize.

-~ 5" m | Laaarg

ACAD
CLISTOM
EXPRESS

l Cusbomize. ..

a

6.3 Right-click “Toolbars”. Select New, Toolbar.

Customize User Interface

&, Customize _= Trarisfer |

ir_:élll Custamization Files LI = P

= S ACED ——
L8 Workspaces 3

£% 2D Modeling

£% AutoCAD Classic Default [current)

Find...

: Replace...

oo Rads
e Jogged

e Diameter
e Angular

i * :

b [uick Dimension

I

Rename the default “Toolbar1”. eg AutoCAD Macros.
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6.4 Inthe “Command List” box, select New.
Enter the macro properties:

Name: Example
Description: Example

Macro: -vbarun Example
Small & Large Image: Browse to BMP files located in your macro directory ,

Apply changes.

!.AII Custamization Filss V;lll: i= O e ..-o il e e e .gz.uf_‘__g
o o 2 Osma 2l XX @
=
3 Open.. @ Both oL | 7| |B|A
R EEER A =TS
r Pt 2 BB D4 e
* Plat Preview o =22 @zl
+r Publish... : G| | &> ;
Fr 0w = e
-+ - |
¢ Cut
i Copy
Paste
¢ Match Properties E*amp:e
¢ Block Editor sample
-ybarun Example

< | Inddn Skinnw Button Contol v

> Il Mbdll_0002
1=
Categofgs: |4l Commands ) G/| Mew |
— N :
Cormmand Source L]
Cloze ACAD
Cloze All ACAD
Cloze &ll Drawings EXPRESS
ﬁ Close Reference ACAD
§ﬁ Color edges ACAD
éli Calor faces ACAD
Colar... ACAD |
i Cornmand Alias Editor... EXPRESS | small image
l; Command Line ACAD Specifies the image to use for small images [16 % 15 pixels).
Command] ACAD Images can be specified as either an existing resource 1D or afil.
] E xample ACAD b
&
i| Learn more about Custorizatiorn Ok ] [ Cancel ] ‘

Note: For the macro command to appear in the “All Commands” list, it may be
necessary to select another Category from the drop-down list, then re-select the
“‘All Commands” category.
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Drag the Example command from the Command List to the AutoCAD
toolbar. Apply, OK.

J Custom

Al Custornization Files

Bul:l:onrlmage

57 Lights

- 5E Mapping

E! FR1 Visual Styles
- Orbie
i — )
[# Camera Adjustment

==

() Large
”~
—| O 5mal
(=3 Both

B0 |

I |y |2 |y |z
vl |2 XX |~ ®
Q0L iz A
ﬁ:fﬂufDEﬁﬁgl[ﬂi-’n
2EE 2D 4 e
N DG 2R &

&[] File e
- f @=-| A ey
o 1 v B0
@m Inse - | B General
E‘m Forrldst ] Name Example
- FE Deszcription Example
- B Macio
Macra -vbarun Example
E Advanced
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: El Images
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2| (i) Leam more sbout Customization [ 0K ] [ Cancel Apply

6.6
other toolbars.

Clicking any button will begin each macro.

c o

The new toolbar can now be dragged into an empty space beside the
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